Miscellaneous Travellers

v By far, however, the most interesting and
valuable narrative of travel in Bengal, from the
p$n of one of these less important writers. Is that
of Graaf. Graaf was a doctor in the service of the
Dutch East India Company, and, in addition to
his Bengal expedition, travelled widely in the
Archipelago and visited most of the ports of
Iijdia proper. Previous to his travels in Bengal
Graaf had made two voyages from Europe to
India; and in 1668, after taking part in the war
with England in European waters, started on
his third voyage to the East. In 1670 the director
of the Dutch factory at Patna fell ill, and Graaf,
who was at the time at Hugli, was sent up the
Ganges to assist his recovery. As he was known
to be a tolerable draughtsman, he was ordered
to sketch plans of any cities or castles which he
passed on his way. On carrying out his instruc-
tions at Monghir, Graaf, who had landed, the
better to take his observations, was arrested as a
spy, and hurried before the governor. Though
threatened with immediate death, and confined
in a dark and nauseous dungeon, " fort puante,
avec vauriens," as the French translation puts it,
Graaf did not give up hope. In the meantime
the governor took steps to communicate with
the " Great Mogul," a fact interesting as show-
ing that Aurangzib maintained considerable
control over the criminal jurisdiction of Ms
governors. A second examination subsequently
took place, at which Graaf and his companion
243                     *2